
From the Archive:
“Notes to Self”



Pauli Murray Papers at Harvard
“Notes to self,” December 17, 1937

4. What is Dr. Fox’s analysis? Is she willing to experiment? With male hormones?

7. Where do you think is the seat of conflict -- in the brain, the body, the glands -- 
or where?

8. Where could I go to get an answer? What fields are doing experimentation and 
have the equipment?

9. Why this nervous excitable condition all my life and the very natural falling in 
love with the female sex? [...] Why the willingness to fight instead of running away 
in this instance?

12. Why is it that I believe that psychiatry does not have the answer to true 
homosexuality, but that experimental science does?

19. If it is a question of race conflict, submission to authority, being hemmed in by 
restrictions, why is it I am proud of my negro blood, that I do submit to Authority 
as far as I am able, until I am proven wrong, or my point of view is accepted?
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Pauli Murray Papers at Harvard
Interview with Dr. –, German Psychiatrist, December 16, 1937

5. Why the internal conflict that won't let me rest? 

12. Why does my conflict take the form of “trying to help people out.”

13. Why do I tend to believe so firmly in myself in spite of the accepted rules 

of science? Answer = overestimation 

18. Why do I expect so much out of science, and yet have a deep religious 

nature?

18. (again) Why do I look and act like a 14 year old kid when I am 27 years old? 

Answer – that I look like a 17 year old. 

23. Does either science or medicine know the answer to homosexuality (no.)UnErased.org



“One person plus one 
typewriter constitutes 

a movement.” 

Making connections between Pauli Murray’s 
“Notes to Self” and Murray’s letter-writing 

campaign to gain admittance into law school








