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U Bt e - “Notes to self,” December 17, 1937

'w__' A . 1 . ? . . . ? . 9
R i e fmm 4. What is Dr. Fox's analysis? Is she willing to experiment? With male hormones
"'_ u Wbt Lo On, Tor's mlad«w? ..94« o

Wi vle formune? salinl

" :jf_ i..f" ~ 7.Wheredo you think is the seat of conflict — in the brain, the body, the glands —
" g or where?

. 8. Where could | go to get an answer? What fields are doing experimentation and
~ have the equipment?

9. Why this nervous excitable condition all my life and the very natural falling in
love with the female sex? [...] Why the willingness to fight instead of running away
in this instance?

12. Why is it that | believe that psychiatry does not have the answer to true
homosexuality, but that experimental science does?

19. If it is a question of race conflict, submission to authority, being hemmed in by
restrictions, why is it | am proud of my negro blood, that | do submit to Authority
as far as | am able, until | am proven wrong, or my point of view is accepted?
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Pauli Murray Papers at Harvard
Interview with Dr. -, German Psychiatrist, December 16, 1937

b. Why the internal conflict that won't let me rest?

12. Why does my conflict take the form of “trying to help people out.”

13. Why do | tend to believe so firmly in myself in spite of the accepted rules

of science? Answer = overestimation

18. Why do | expect so much out of science, and yet have a deep religious

nature?

18. (again) Why do | look and act like a 14 year old kid when | am 27 years old?

Answer - that | look like a 17 year old.

23. Does either science or medicine know the answer to homaosaxta'ity (re.)
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“One person plus one
typewriter constitutes
a movement.”

Making connections between Pauli Murray's
“Notes to Self” and Murray's letter-writing
campaign to gain admittance into law school
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P HOWARD UNIVERSITY

4 Washingten 1, D,.C. ISTORY @
June 19, 194k "UNERASED
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, I received your letter of June 1l3th denying my application to deo graduato
work in Law at Harvard University, I would characterize our cerrespondence to-
date a "comedy of errors”,

Without commonting on your assumption as to my sex, since you have not sub-
jected me to medical examination, I am interested in the demecratic technique of
free discussien and reexamination of traditions amd pelicies in all demecratic
institutions,

Your letter raises the bread problom of whether or net wemen should be ad-
mitted to Harverd Scheol of lLaw, The deeper implication is whether or not legal
talent, since you are dealing with the applicatien of a law student primarily,
should net be given equality of epportunity te make its contribution te the Amor-
ican bedy of law and policy-making through access to any law institution of learn-
ing such talent desires to develop itself,

‘Would you therefore indicate to me the correct channels of appeal from what
appears to be the decision of the Committee on Greduate Studiesg Would you also
inform me as to where the pelicy which you have enunciated may be found in the
representations you meke to the public regarding admittance to the Law School,
such representations as are placed in your verious cetalogues? Will you alseo in-
form me as to what body has determined the policy whihh you have onunciated?

With all good wishes, and with the hope that Hervard will change its mind
on the second and third strikes, I am

Fraternally yours,

SGD Pauli Murray

P,S., I read your article in New York Times Magazine, June 18th, with keen interest, UnErased.org

You are somewhat of a dry humorist, aren®t you,



c/o Att'y. Eugh lcBeth (2) Following my application to Harvard School of Law,
July 20, 1944 ™ ig‘éggeipﬁnelgﬁ“" I have applied to every major law school in the country
’ wiilch has the courses and faculty I am interested in, .

e e Sniaiiie: A Mpsinl Sunesk 58 Saw Yale University is giving no graduate courses at the

Cambridge 38, Massachusetts present time, University of Wisconsin discourages
_ graduate work there because most of their faculty
o g g}r;:ierman“orog.Fl;;uig;e%g::mittee on members are on leave with the Government, The Univ-
fradusts Studies ersity of California has accepted my application but
Dr. James B. Conant, President cannot offer any courges in my field until March 1945,

Many of the courses I would be interested in at Colum-
bla are not given until the Spring of 1945, So that,
if I am to continue graduate work at all during the
coming year, it will have to be at Harvard,

(3) My further reasons for requesting admittance to
the Law School are outlined in the attached copy of
a lqptgr to Mr, Smith. Will you kindly return this
letter

(4) I know the overwhelming power of tradition, and
am aware of the difficulty involved in asking you to
change a long established policy, I am not asking
admittance to Harvard dormitories, but merely the
right to sit in your classes, have the use of the
550,000-volume library and get credit for a year

of graduate wark, '

(5) I assure you that you will have no cause to re-

gret admitting a woman to the Law School, If I doubted
my abllity to do competent scholarly work, I should not
applye Do you not feel that if I could measure up to
the standards of many of your warm friends and products,
I could measure up to your own standards?

Humorously, gentlemen, I would gladly change my sex to meet
‘ your requirements but since the way to such change has not been
revealed to me, I have no recourse but to appeal to you to change
your minds on thisg subject. Are you to tell me that one is as
difficult as the other?
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Wherever new opportunities are opened to a class of
persons hitherto denied such opportunities, such persons
extend themselves to prove themselves worthy. You are
not denying a mere woman an opportunity. You are denying
a promising and potential legal scholar the right to
use 550,000 volumes in your library and the opportunity

perhaps, to make a contribution to legal thought, to say
nothing of the traditional quality of the Law School faculty.

I am therefore, making application, for a re-hearing
of my appeal, and am in the same mall making application
to the faculty of the Harvard Law School for a change in
its own policy regardihg the admittance of women, Could
any intelligent individual do more? .

Sincerely yours,
RS0 5
NSl 1 )uMocy

Pauli Murray \
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