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Il. Digital Primary and Secondary Sources

Primary Sources

1. Franklin, Benjamin. “Benjamin Franklin to George Washington, 4 September 1777.” Benjamin Franklin
Papers: Series I, 1726-1818; 1774, June 10-1777, Sept. 4 (vol. 18). Library of Congress.

Sir Passy, near Paris, Sept. 4. 1777.

The Gentleman who will have the Honour of waiting upon you with this Letter is the Baron de
Steuben, lately a Lieutenant General in the King of Prussia’s Service, whom he attended in all his
Campaigns, being his Aide Camp, Quartermaster General, &c. He goes to America with a true
Zeal for our Cause, and a View of engaging in it and rendring it all the Service in his Power. He is
recommended to us by two of the best Judges of military Merit in this Country, M. de Vergennes
and M. de St. Germain who have long been personally acquainted with him, and interest
themselves in promoting his Voyage, from a full Persuasion that the Knowledge and Experience
he has acquir’d by 20 Years Study and Practice in the Prussian School may be of great Use in our
Armies. | therefore cannot but wish that our Service may be made agreable to him. | have the
Honour to be

His Excelly Gen. Washington

2. United States Continental Army. Inspector General Friedrich Wilhelm Ludolf Gerhard Augustin
Steuben. Regulations for the order and discipline of the tr f the Uni Part |. Philadelphia:
Printed by Styner and Cist, in Second-street, 1779. Library of Congress.

3. Washington, George. Letter from George Washington to Friedrich Wilhelm, Baron von Steuben,
December 23, 1783. [Page 1; Page 2] George Washington Papers, Series 3, Varick Transcripts, 1775—-1785,
Subseries 3B, Continental and State Military Personnel, Letterbook 16. Library of Congress.

Annapolis, December 23rd, 1783
My dear Baron,

Although | have taken frequent opportunities, both in public & private, of acknowledging your
great zeal, attention & abilities in performing the duties of your Office; yet | wish to make use of
this last moment of my public life, to signify in the strongest terms my entire approbation of your
conduct, and to express my sense of the obligations the public is under to you, for your faithful &
meritorious Services.

I beg you will be convinced, My dear Sir, that | should rejoice if it could ever be in my power to
serve you more essentially than by expressions of regard & affection—but in the meantime, | am
persuaded you will not be displeased with this farewell token of my Sincere friendship & esteem
for you.
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https://www.loc.gov/resource/rbc0001.2006batch30726/?st=gallery
https://www.loc.gov/resource/mgw3b.016/?sp=371
https://www.loc.gov/resource/mgw3b.016/?sp=372
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This is the last Letter | shall ever write while | continue in the service of my Country—the hour of
my resignation is fixed at twelve this day—after which | shall become a private Citizen on the
Banks of the Potomack, where | shall be glad to embrace you, and testify the great esteem and
consideration with which | am—Mly dear Baron Your most Obedient & Affectionate Servant

George Washington

4. H.R. 16. "An Act To provide for the erection at Washington, District of Columbia of statutes to the

memory of Brigadier-General Court Pulaski and Major General Baron von Steuben, of the Continental
Army." Volume 32 (1902—-1903), 57th Congress. Image 973. U.S. Congress. February 27, 1903. Chap. 854,
Sec. 2. Library of Congress.

5. Meyer, Herman H. B., and George H. Carter, compilers. Proceedings Upon the Unveiling of the Statue
of Baron von Steuben, Major General and Inspector General in the Continental Army During the

Revolutionary War, in Washington, D.C., December 7, 1910. U.S. Congress Joint Committee on Printing,
1913. Library of Congress.

6. “Baron von Steuben Monument.” DC Historic Sites.

Secondary Sources

7. “General Von Steuben Statue.” National Park Service.

8. “The General von Steuben Statue: Interpreting LGBTQ+ Histories of the Revolution.” 2025. National
Park Service. Wayback Machine Archive, captured January 18, 2025.

9. Blakemore, Erin. “The Revolutionary War Hero Who Was Openly Gay.” History, A&E Television
Networks, June 14, 2018. Last updated January 31, 2025.

10. Statues. Highlighting the Baron von Steuben Statue. Valley Forge National Historical Park. National
Park Service.

11. Stockwell, Mary. Baron Von Steuben. Center for Digital History. The George Washington Presidential
Library at Mount Vernon.
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https://www.loc.gov/resource/llsalvol.llsal_032/?sp=973&st=image&r=-0.314,0.831,1.612,0.89,0
https://www.loc.gov/resource/llsalvol.llsal_032/?sp=973&st=image&r=-0.314,0.831,1.612,0.89,0
https://www.loc.gov/resource/llsalvol.llsal_032/?sp=973&st=image&r=-0.228,0.151,1.451,0.801,0
https://www.loc.gov/resource/gdcmassbookdig.proceedingsuponu01unit/?st=gallery
https://www.loc.gov/resource/gdcmassbookdig.proceedingsuponu01unit/?st=gallery
https://www.loc.gov/resource/gdcmassbookdig.proceedingsuponu01unit/?st=gallery
https://historicsites.dcpreservation.org/items/show/572
https://www.nps.gov/places/000/general-von-steuben-statue.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20250118082150/https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/general-von-steuben-statue.htm
https://www.history.com/articles/openly-gay-revolutionary-war-hero-friedrich-von-steuben
https://www.nps.gov/media/video/view.htm?id=330c0cf3-88ad-4f0b-9b75-9ebadbabde52#:~:text=Close%20Copy-,Description,era%20propaganda%20with%20strong%20imagery
https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/baron-von-steuben
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